The Greatest Story Ever Told

Introduction and opening Carol  

Grandma sat on stage in a rocking chair knitting

Child 1

Hello Grandma. Happy Christmas

Child 2

Merry Christmas Grandma. It’s great to see you

Grandma
God bless you my children. Give us a hug. It’s lovely to have you while your Mum and Dad prepare our lovely roast dinner with all the trimmings. Come and tell me about all the lovely presents Father Christmas has brought you.

Child 3
(Runs in all excited) Look Grandma. Look!

Father Christmas brought me, a new doll. She talks drinks and wets her nappy and her name is Betsy Wetsy.

Grandma
Oh how lovely! And I hope you went to bed nice and early last night ready for Father Christmas. 

Child 1
Yes we did. But only after we left some carrots for his reindeer and a mince pie for Father Christmas.

Child 2
Yes. We left seven  carrots, one for each reindeer. We put them by our enormous Christmas tree. You should see our Christmas tree, with lots of decorations and a great big star on top. It nearly reaches the ceiling!

Child 4
Hello Grandma. Look! I had a great big truck for Christmas. It’s amazing! Brrrrrrmmmmm (Rolls it around stage)

Child 5
And I had some roller skates. Look at me!! ( skates around stage)

Child 2 
Ah! But I had a Sony Playstation with the latest ET and Aladdin games. So there!!! ( Pokes tongue out!)

Grandma
Now. Now children. Don’t all shout at once? Calm down! I’m sure we’ll see all your presents soon enough. I’ll be coming to your house later for Christmas dinner. I hope you have got lots of crackers and a nice big Christmas pudding with brandy sauce. My favourite!  Now sit quietly and wait for your mum and dad to come back. They are busy preparing our Christmas dinner.

Child 5
Oh. Do we have to? I want to go outside and play on my brand new roller skates. It’s just not fair!

Grandma
Oh. Hush now children

Child 1
I know Grandma. Why don’t you tell us one of your stories? 

Child 2
Yes. Yes. Please Grandma. Pleeeeaaaasssse!

Child 5
OK. I’ll stay here if you tell us one of your stories. I want the one I like the best. You know the one you call the greatest story ever told. 

Grandma
Oh all right then. Why not? After all, it is Christmas day.  Settle down quietly children and I’ll begin

Children all settle down around Grandma but half facing audience

Grandma
A long time ago in a faraway land called Israel there lived a young girl named Mary. Mary was about to be married to a carpenter by the name of Joseph. But suddenly her life was turned upside down. Now let me see. What happened? Ah yes.

Grandma and the children freeze. Enter Mary busy working and humming a tune, polish and duster in hand. An angel appears.

Angel
Hello Mary. It’s a pleasure to meet you and I have something very special to share with you. God is sending someone special into the world. He will rescue everyone from the wrongdoings they have done. He will be God’s own son. But, Guess what? God wants you to be his mother!

Mary
What do you mean! I don’t understand!

Angel
Mary. God has chosen you. Soon you will as I just said, be expecting a baby and give birth to a son. His name is to be Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. His kingdom will never end.

Mary
How can this be happening to me?

Angel
The Holy Spirit will come down to you and the power The Lord our God will be all around you.

Mary
I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen as you say. (Kneels down head bowed)

Angels leave

Mary
Wow. What a privilege. I don’t quite understand. I am to have a child. Something I have always wanted. But mine is to be special, Set apart, who knows for what. I will do my utmost to serve the Lord my God by whatever means possible. My heart praises the Lord. This baby will be special. A king who has come to save us  

Choir sing thorns in straw. Mary kneels head bowed. Words of Thorns in a straw needed on OHP if possible with appropriate background scenery

Grandma
So there we are children. Mary was very special because God chose her to carry the Son of God. God had a special plan and purpose for her life just as he has for each one of us.   It was at this time when Mary was expecting that special child that the Roman Emperor Augustine issued a census stating that everyone had to return to his or her place of birth. In Mary and Joseph’s case this place was Bethlehem. And don’t forget children they had none of the fast cars and public transport that we have today. Why even in my youth I had to…………. 

Child 1
Ok grandma we know. We’ve heard it all before. Just tell us the never-ending story. 

Grandma 
Oh all right then. Now let me see. Where was I. Ah, Yes? So Mary and Joseph were on their way to Bethlehem…

Mary and Joseph enter and walk around church. Music Group to play Little donkey

Mary
Oh Joseph. I’m so tired. I hope we can get a room here. We have tried so many places and I’m so tired. I’m sure this baby is going to be born tonight too.

Joseph
Never mind Mary. I will look after you no matter what and I really mean that! Let’s just try this place. I’m sure God’s overall plan will allow you a decent bed for the night. Especially tonight of all nights.

Joseph knocks on door. Long pause and Joseph knocks again Innkeeper answers

Innkeeper
Yes. Hello. What do you want? It’s late at night and I’m tired. Worn out! I’ve had enough of being rushed of my feet with these people visiting for the census. Away with you!

Wife
Yes! What do you want? Don’t listen to him. Moan! Moan! Moan! ( hits him with a brush ) I have done so much cooking and cleaning! I’m the one who should be worn out. What do you want? Not a room I hope.

Joseph
Well that’s what we were hoping for.

Innkeeper
Sorry! There is no room here

Mary
But please. My baby is due to be born tonight, I’m sure

Innkeeper
That’s all very well but this is a business not a charity

Wife
Wait. There is always the stable. It is cosy and warm. I have a feeling that there is something special about this baby. 

Innkeeper
Ok. The boss has spoken. I will take you to the stable. Follow me.

All leave stage. Choir sing Peace Child Words and appropriate background scenery need on OHP

Child 1
 Poor Mary. So what happened next Grandma? Was the special baby born that night? 

Grandma
Poor Mary indeed! Yes the baby was born that night in a lowly stable. Now where was I. Ah yes?

Grandma and children freeze once again.

Shepherds are sat around the campfire. It’s a cold night and they are huddled up close together for warmth.

Daniel
Oh it’s going to be a long cold night Eli. I’m glad I put my thick socks on.

Eli
Yes, I’m done in! It’s been a hectic day. At least we can relax a bit now with all the sheep safe and asleep

Zak


Tell us some of your jokes Eli. That might keep us awake

Eli
Oh all right then. I heard a few good ones the other day whilst I was at the market. Ok. How about this one. What do you get if you cross a sheep with a goat?

Zak
I don’t know. You tell us

Eli
A milky bar kid. Oh, and how do you keep a sheep warm in winter?

Daniel
Oh that’s easy. Central bleating

Eli 
OK then. What about this one? Why didn’t the sheep cross the road?

Daniel
I don’t know. Why didn’t the sheep cross the road?

Eli
Because there were too many baaaaad drivers

Zak
Ah I’ve got one myself. What do you get if a sheep walks under a cloud? 

Eli 
I don’t know. What’s the answer?

Zak
A sheep that’s under the weather.    

Eli
Well we have certainly had some good jokes tonight. Wait. What is that I can see in the distance? A strange light. 

Daniel
Come on now Eli. Is this another one of your jokes.

Eli
No look

All shepherd turn and an angel appear. They cower in fear.

Angel
Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy. Today in the town of David a saviour has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord. You will find him wrapped up warmly and lying in a manger

All Angels
Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace and goodwill to everyone.

Eli
Lets go to Bethlehem. I want to see all the Lord has told us about

Daniel
Yes come on let’ go. Sounds amazing. I wonder what we will find

Zak
Hang on wait for me. I’m coming too.

 Child 2
Grandma. I would like to be a shepherd when I’m grown up. They have so much fun. But what happened next. Oh hang on a minute I know it was the wise men wasn’t it. Who were they? Tell us all about them Grandma. 

Grandma
Ah yes. Now let me see. The wise men went and visited King Herod and told him of their vision and why they were following a star.

Child 3
What is a vision Grandma?

Grandma
Sometimes God talks to us in a special way and perhaps tells us what he is thinking and has planned for us, usually through people he has chosen such as Mary

 
 Now. Where was I. (pause) Herod was ruler of all Judea and when he heard the wise men’s story about the birth of a messiah, a new king, he was furious and set plots to kill Jesus. Now. What happened next? Ah Yes

Wise Men enter

Balthazaar
It can’t be far now Malachi

Malachi
No. Look the star is shining right over that Inn. Over the stable in fact, that’s strange. Not the kind of place I expected. I have come to worship a King of all Kings

Casper
Never mind. Let’s go in and investigate.

Balthazaar

 I hope we haven’t made a mistake.

Casper

Well. What are we waiting for?

Shepherds enter stable and bow down before Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus

Casper
We are wise men and we have followed a bright shining star all the way from the East. We have brought gifts to pay our respect to the new King. I have Gold for a king.

Mary
Thank you. You are very kind.

Balthazaar
I have the gift of frankincense. 

Mary
Thank you so much.

Malachi
And I have Myrrh. The best I could find.

Joseph
Thank you, everyone. Will you stay a while?

Malchi
We would love to but we have a long way to travel back home

Bathazaar
We will set off in the opposite direction avoiding Herod and travel back to the East by another route. The last person we want to see is Herod. Lets go!

Malachi
Yes. We certainly won’t be going to see Herod.

Casper
No too right we won’t! Let’s set off at once. I can’t wait to tell everyone back east, when we get there, of the good news we have to share.

Mary
Goodbye, and thank you once again.

Wise men set off. Music group play we three kings as they walk around church followed by while shepherds watched as Shepherds arrive

Eli
I have never seen Bethlehem so busy. Give me an open field full of sheep any day. All this commotion, hustle and bustle. How will we ever find the King here?

Daniel
I think that’s the place. Look the star is shining overhead.

Zak
Yes. Let’s go in and see the newborn king

Eli
We are shepherds from the hill country. An angel appeared and told us of the miracle that happened today. We have left our sheep in the fields alone and bring nothing but ourselves

Joseph
Thank you. What is important is that you came to visit. We appreciate the time you have given. 


Grandma
So there we have it children the never-ending Christmas story. Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus over 2000 years ago. 

Child 2
But Grandma. Why do you call it the never-ending Christmas story? Jesus is not alive anymore is he?

Grandma
Jesus did die 30 years later on the cross. But death could not hold him and he rose from the dead 3 days later. He is still alive and is in heaven with God his Father.

Child 2
But Grandma Why was Jesus born in a stable in Bethlehem, a poor helpless babe?

Grandma
Jesus came to earth on a special mission to show us how we should live our lives. God sent Jesus to be born in a stable. To humble himself and become just like one of us. He lived and walked amongst the people of that time teaching God’s word and showing us how we should live our lives. He performed many miracles. Jesus is God’s rescue plan so that the broken relationship between God and man can be repaired. Jesus came to rescue us from death and punishment. There is a very happy ending but I’ll save that for another day. We are all special to God. God loves us and through Jesus he wants to have a relationship with each of us. Jesus is God’s special gift to each and every one of us. That’s why we have gifts at Christmas.

Child 2
Grandma. Opening all our presents is so much more special when we realise the truth behind why we receive them. Wouldn’t it be lovely if everyone remembered that each Christmas.

Grandma
Sits and nods in agreement

Closing song as all children stand on stage and sing On a starry Night

The End
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